Change in pattern of muscle activity following botulinum toxin injections for torticollis.
Twenty patients with torticollis had electromyographic studies of their neck muscles performed before and after a series of local injections of botulinum toxin. The pattern of muscle activity changed after the injections, and this effect persisted even after head position had returned to baseline. Patients who did not experience any clinical benefit from the injections also demonstrated a change in the pattern of muscle activity. These results suggest that the underlying abnormality in torticollis usually involves a general motor program for head position, rather than the activity of individual neck muscles.